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WOMEN

Miss Maria Arias,

OF

Member of Car-

ranza's Commission of Teachers,
Tells of School Systems

O be 24 yvears old and to have

I been through a revolution, in

sall twice, spied upon by spe-
dally appolnted agents, trusted by
pigh Government officials, hounded, |
starved, honored and still to remiain
unaffected and filled with enthusiasm |
—guch experiences sound more like |
those of & heroine of romance than a |
twentieth century individual. But
Wies Maria Arlag of Mexico has gone
srough all this and more. Now she
a visiting the United Bilates as a
member of the commission sent by
tha Carranza Government to study
the American educational system,

Miss Arlas had to start her adven-
tures very young in order to pile so
much Into her life. 8he hegan school
when she was but 3 years old

*] had very good memory when 1
was A bhaby, but not now,” she sald.
“See, it has taken me since lasgt Seps- |
tember to learn the English, and yet
1 do not know eet all”

In vain I assured her that her vo-
cabulary was remarkable, far hetter
than that of the average American.
What I did not tell her was that her
manner of speech was delicious-—the
soft purring Latin voice, the delib-
erate enunciation, and a pecullar ac-
cent all her own and wholly charm-
ing.

1 asked her to tell me =omething
about the Mexican school system. It
seems that education is one of the
faremost conglderations of the numer-
ous Mexican reformers,

Ordinarily the schools of .\lr:u‘of
elty require a course of eleven years |
=twn years In the kindergarten, four |
years in the elementary school, two
years in the superior school, five years
in the normal school. Also it is pos-
gible to receive professional training
a & doctor, lawyer, engineer, &c,, ab-
solutely free in the public schools.

In the kindergarten the children are |
at achonl only from 9 to 11:30 A. M.
In the primary schools they open
from 2 to 11 with their classes; then
go home for the important midday
meal and siesta; then they are at
school again from 3 to 5. In the su-
perior and normal schools the hours
are from 8 to 12 and from 3 to 5. In
the lower grades the teachers are all |
women, but in the superior and nor- |
mal schools men teach the boys. One
of the plans for the future is coedu-
ation in all grades. I

The President of Mexico appnlnm‘F
the Secretary of FEducation for the]
whole of Mexico, and the job of the
Becretary {8 no sinecure. In the first
place the Governor of each State
sames his own Board of Education and |
h¢ may name highbrows or highway-
men, according to his inclinations.
Then also each Mexican State has its
own peculiar educational needs, due to
difference in customs, often in
race. A form of education adaptable
to Chihuahua in the north would not
be at all sultable to Chiapas In the
south, or Yucatan in the east, or
Bonora in the west.

Carranza has, aocording to Miss
Arias, chosen a man exceptionally well |
fitted to meet these various educational
peeds. Felix Palavicini is about 35
years old. He has studied in univer-
tities of the United States and Europe
and during the Diaz regime he taught
handicrafts in the Mexican schools,
He had long realized the need of edu-
cation in Mexico, even in the large
cities. So when Carranza appointed
him he immediately organized the
taachers who had congregated in Vera
Cruz and started a system of travelling
schools.

These teachers went to the various
States (of course only those under

|

| Maybe then 1

Carranza control) and eatablished
schools.,  In some cases they were
industrial schools, in others commers
cinl echools, or schools for general
education, Teachers In each State were
trained by these itinerant instructora
and then they went further,

Miss Arias had volunteered as one
of these travelling teachers, but Car-
ranza selected her inetead to form one
of the commission which he has sent
to  s=tudy in the United States,
Naturally she is very enthusiastie
ahout Carranza.

“He has complete-~what you say?—
hope, charity-—-ah, yes, faith, in the

 progress of Mexico through education.

He i the one man who thinke in the
war and in the peace,” she said. And

| Miss Arias started on another pran

of praise for Carranza.

But I had heard of the adventurous
life of this young woman, and [ was
determined to learn more of it, though
every time I pointed a question at her
ghe hedged and grew enthusiastic over
ome one else,

“Now 1 don't really care to hear any
more ahout Mexleo, T want to hear
about you,” 1 finally sald.

“Why, 1 came to New York last
September to study school conditions,
and, oh, just think how wonderful Mr
Carranza {8!"” and she was off again.

“Very nice, but now tell me about
yourself."
“Why, T am going this summer to

Massachusetts to attend a summer

' school to learn better the English, and

in the fall 1 come back to New York.
go back to Mexlico,
mayhe 1 stay here a little longer.”
“Now that isn't at all what 1 want
to know, When did you leave school?
After that what did you do, and after
that?" And so, bit by bit, 1 finally
heard her story, told with many

| blushes and always without enthusi-

asm for the other fellow

When Madero was made President
Miss Arias was teaching in the normal
&chools of Mexico. She had long been

| aware of the evils of the Diaz regime |
| and she welcomed the coming of the

dreamer Madero.

“I love very much Mr, Madero,” she
LHIG N

One of the plans Madero approved |
of Eunday |

was the
schools

establishment
Not SRunday
those familiar in

schoola
this eountry,

like

that the poor people who worked six |

dayvs a week could have a chance for |
There are no '

education on Sunday.
time limit labor laws !n Mexico, no age
limit labor lawe: ®o that the attend-
ance at these Sunday schools included

forded in many cases the only oppor-
tunity for education these people had
ever had.

Another plan was the travelling
schools, the teachers volunteering to
do thi= work among the distant
ranches and haclendas during vaca-
tion time. Madero appropriated all

the money required for these schemes. |
He was especially enthusiastic over

the jdea of the Sunday schools, He
opened one of the public school bulld-
inges for the experiment and Mrs
Madero  contributed prizes. The
school was very successful, In nine
months they taught seventy pupils to
read and write and work in various
handicrafta.

But with the death of Madero and
the beginning of the revolution all
thoughts of education for Miss Arlas
ceased for a while. 8he was an ardent
supporter of Madero and a close per-
sonal friend of the famlily.

“I went with Mrs. Madero to the
penitentiary to ask for the President's
body after he was killed,” she sald.
“Mrs, Madero was not permitted to
remain in the penitentiary., so her
brother, another woman and I re-
mained. 1 was with Mrs. Madero
when the President was buried. And
when they must leave Mexico I declde
to take care of Mr. Madero's grave,

“Many people they love Mr. Madero
very much, so we organized a group
of women to take care of the grave.

EDUCATION IN THE

About 22.000.000 En-|
rolled in the Great
Army of Learners|
Which Is Led by a
Staff of 700.000
Teachers

By J. 0. KNOTT ,
of the 1", 8, Burean of FEducation,

HERE were about 22,000,000
T persons enrolled in the educa- |
tional institutions of the |
United States in 1914, accord- |

Ing to the annual report of the United
Btates Commissioner of Education,
Which has just been completed. Over
18000000 of these were in the ele-

Ary sehools, publie and private, and

18000 in colleges and
Mal sclionls preparing to be teachers. |
1‘: professional  schools there were |
1,000

The teachers of this army ll\lﬂl-b
h’r"<l Tuhuon, of whom LHG6,000 were |
W othe public schools.  In point Hf‘l
BTOWLL the high school still presents |
the p, impressive figures—the t'n-‘
foiment ror 1914 was 84,000 over the
Previ venr

AR neariy as ean he estimated, the |
H_"" vilucation for the year was |
Ll This is less hy $300.000,-
S than the cost of running the |
e wvernment: ft is less than |
,."' f the nation's e-x'n-llclllurvs:
vl e ligquors; it is a lttle over
Fee tho estimated cost of ad-
:v.”‘"'“ moving  picture theatres
o M vears itois somewhat more
tne value of the nation's cotton
rop for year. and somewhat less
Al lue of jts wheat crop.
;,"f‘r' w that 60 per cent, of all
in manes spent in the United States
'--“n'-l-;- education was spent for
wmitalr e honling,

-"!'!:1.‘.“. nd schonl population hoth
,.”"‘- cdominantly rural H'r the
“r‘_‘:" timdtes for 1013 463 per
Froai il popalation was urban and
S0 PN cent rural, if the census defl- |
Litlon

Of 4 city us anything over soclations.

! but |
. #chools for teaching the three Rs g0

member of the Carranza com-
mission to study schools
of the United States.

We also collect the Mbbons and cards
{ that were sent in sympathy and for-
ward them.” And here, it seems, was
where her life began to be really ex-
citing.

The Huertistas soon heard of this
tand of women and attempted to pre-
vent them from carrying out thelr
purpose. The women retaliated by
placing each day on the grave a
wreath of flowers and the placard
| eulogizing Madero and condemning
| Diaz and Huerta. Also they collected

| money for a tomhatone for Madero. |
grownups and children, and they af- |

It was a very simple stone with merely
the name and date of death engraved
on it.

This organization of women grew
rapidly. It became bolder and organ-

ized processiong to march each Run-}

of the city flylng denunciatory ban-
ners and carrying wreaths of flowers.
Every month the procession was fuller,
the denunciations were more bitter, the
' flowers more profuse.

The organization became a perma-
nent institution—it still exists-—calling
itself “Lealtad,” meaning “loyalty.” Tts
apparent purpn®e was the care of the
' graves of patriots. But its real object
was to ook after political prisoners
and to plot and fight against Huerta.

You must understand that in Mexico

L}
|
| day to the grave through the streets

the women take an important part in

| every campaign. In all the armies the
women are taken along to cook and
| care for the men. Usually the entire
family i{s present.
often utilized for drummers and
buglera and children of 12 and 14 fre-
quently fight. But this band of women
contented themselves at home hy car-
rying good things to eat to the men in
prison, looking after thelr clothing,
| communicating with their friends and
| hatching new revolutionary schemes,
At firat the ILealtad movement
'scemed an  emotinnal manifestation
| that would snon dle out, and it re-
| eelved seant official attention

;mnn compelled aserious oonsideration.

Miss Maria Arias, the youthful

The youngsters are |

mind and does It,"
Miss« Arias,

rald e=oft volced

outgide. Then the members dispersed.
But Misa Arias remained, and when
chance offered she slippcd Into the

flowers and departed unmolested,

The next month the soldiers were on
hand at the church In greater num-
bere, All morning they walted for the
Lealtad to appear. Nobody ever does
anything between noon and sundown
in easygoing Mexico, so after waiting
throughout the morning the soldlers
deelded that thelr military genius had

won out and they departed in peace
to their sirstas. And that is exactly
what the women had expected they

would do. The women walted until
after the noon hour to assendle and
| then marched to the churech without |
any hindrance whatever.

But though the soldicrs were ahsent
the police took note of the proceesdings
‘and the leading spirits The next
morning bright and early Miss Arkis
found herself in jail. But she only
remained there one day.

“1 told the chief of police it was no
erime to care for tomhs, to put flow-
ers on graves. Also a great many
people know me. An Englishman, he
algso was very kind., And s=o they let
me go,”" she says.

Now she worked for the cause
more earnestly than ever. She inter-
ceded in many cases with the em- |

hagsiea for political prisoners 8he |
formed groups to take cars of pris. |
onera after they had heen released, |

|

'
|
|
|
|

Carranza photographed with a group of Mexican school

tea

Rut it grave for the second time they found |lowed to deposit their flowers only an
the church gurrounded by soldiers. The
‘Whﬂn the women went to Madero's women were admitted one by one, al- |

chers.

then compelled immediately to depart.

2,500 be accepted. In population from
t to 20 years of age the cities have
41.6 per cent. of the total; the rural
b8.4.

Statistics for 1914 emphasize the fact
that private elementary schools in the
United States are now confined almost
entirely to church schools. The parish
schoo] system of the Roman Catholic

Church i{n 1914 comprised 5403 achools |
and 1,429,859 pupils—an increase of 147 |

schools and 69,098 pupils over 1913,
The Lutheran parochial school sys-
tem for 1914 reported 4881 schools
with 259467 puplls—a decrease {n
gchools and pupils,

Other religious bodies in the United
States are in the main supporting ele-
mentary
publie school facilities are not already
available for all children of school
age.

Higher and secondary educational l
mentary schools, 1,375,000 in second- | institutions still remain the stronghold |
or 667 |
universities. | colleges and universities tabulated for |
Close to another 100,000 were in nor- 11914 in the annual report, 327 an,‘
control, |

of denominational education.

listed under denominational
and of 2,189 private high schools and
academies reporting, 1,489 are under
control  of religlons  denominations,
These  secondary institutions are
maintained by 28 different denomina-
tions, and have 8762 instraetors and
101,325 students
gchonl continues to grow
There were 13,714 pub-

The high
surprisingly
lie
with 1,87
inereased %0652 over the previous |
vear and increased 100 per cent. over
the enrolment of 1902, The number
of girls exceeded the numher of hoys
in both public and private secondary |
schools in 1914, the proportion of girls
heing H6.03 per cent,

O the other hand, the reports show, |
men outnumber women in  colleges |
about 2 to 1.

The junior high school, defined ten-
tatively as “an organization of grades |
7 and 8 or 7 to 9, to provide by va-
rious means for individual differences, |
especially by an earlier introduction |
of pre-vocational work and of subjects
usually tuught in the high schools,™
was Indorsed hy all but one of the
school surveyas published during the
year, and by various educational as-
That the movement of the

|
private schools only \\'here'

' 3980.847

| the public programme for good health.

Junior high school has advanced from | totalled only $1,831,168, the receipts

! the stage of theory to that of prac-

tice is indicated by 168 cities claim-
\ ing to have junior high schools. After
i all deductions are made there remain
67 clties where junior high schools are
~organized in unmistakable form.

Students in colleges, universities and |
| technologleal schools in 1914 increased
14,262 over 1918. Of the Bureau of |
| Education’s list of 567 institutions (a
decrease of 29 over the previous year)
93 of them only are controlled by
| Statea or municipalities.

Benefactions to colleges and univer-
sitles total $26,670,017—something over
$2.000,000 more than in the year pre-
vious. Blx institutions received hene-
factions in excess of a million dollars
each, and forty-five universities, col-
leges and technological schools re-
ported gifts amounung to more than
$100,000. In the past seven years the
largest increase in Income has come
through BState and municipal appro-
priations, and the smallest from tui-
tion and other fees. State and mu-
nicipal appropriations grew from $9,-
640549 in 1908 to $23,400,540 In 1914,
while fees for tuition and other edu-
cational services increased from $15,-
to $22.504.529,

Degrees conferred by colleges and
universities  included 26,683  bac-
calnureate, 5,248
honorary. The doctor of phllosophy
degree was conferred, as a result of

and private high schools in 1914, | examination by forty-six Institutions,
661 students. The ututlentuf“ll but 446 men and seventy-three

women

As a reault of the vigoroua cam-
paign for higher standards waged dur-
ing the past few years the numher of
“professional schools” has decreased
materially, There was a falling off
of three schools of theology, two law
schoonls, elght schools of medicine and
three schools of pharmacy. ©On the
other hand there was an increase in
students In professional schools from
14,262 to 156,686, [I'ractically all of this
Increase is reported from the schools
of dentistry, showing the increasing
interest in dental hygiene as part of

In 1914 there wers 4498 graduates
in law, 4,048 In medicine, 2,280 in
pharmacy, 2.270 in dentistry and only
1,886 in theology. Yet while the re-

U S. A HUGE

graduate and 749

|of schools and theology amounted to
| $4.246,501, The schools of medicine
|report the greatest receipts, §11,.-
| 444902,

There are now only seventeen medi-
| cal schools that admit students on high |
achool education or less. This |8 a
notable change since 1904, when over
half the world's supply of menhrnl,
colleges was in the United States.
Thera were then 162 colleges, with

as teachers,

28,142 students; there are now 100
colleges, with 16,940 students,

The Bureau of Education estimntes
that between 40,000 and 50,000 teach-
ers hegan work in the fall of 1914 with
at least a measure of professional
preparation; but it i{s clear that the
supply of professionally
teachers is not sufficient for the num-
ber of teaching positions that must be
filled. The need {8 most keefly felt in
the rural schools, where, according to
a careful investigation during the year,
not two-thirds of the teachers have
any professional preparation,

“Teacher training,” says the annual
report, “has become almost a publie
| function: as a private function it is
carried on mainly in schools for Kin-
| dergartens, schouls for gymnasium in-
structors or In institutions for the
tralning of denominational teachers.”

Public appropriation for normal
lu‘hnnlu totalled $12,623,968 for the yvear, |
as compared with $10,432262 last vear
and $2,212.852 a quarter of a century |
ago., The pressing need for teachers |
in the rural schools who will lead Ini
the upbuilding of rural life and the |
failure of existing normal schools, fﬂl“
[the most part, to meet this and other |
'm-mlu. have led to serfous questioning
of the existing provision for teacher

J
| training. I

Voeational training as a national
problem attracted attention through
the report of the commission of Fed-
eral aid for voeational education, ren-
dered in June, 1914, While the com-
prehensive bill drawn up by the com-
mission was not acted upon by Con-
gress, favorahle action I8 expected
eventually by the friends of the plan
Congressa had already voted the Fed-
eral aid asked for in the Smith-Lever
bill for agricultural extension educa-
tion.

ceipts by professional schools of law

The most serious problem met by

i‘ through public
prepared |

INDUSTRY

in the trade and give them training
A number of experiments |
made during the year In training
trade workers for teachers of voci-
tions by means of evening classes
have proved successful

Chicago has, In connection with its
‘re;:u‘.ur school svstem, a well organ-
| {zed mystem of vocational education
secondary and evening |
schools. The majority o fthe teach-
ers are practical men from the trades, |
the others being school men with col- |
lege training in technical subjects but
no trade experience,

al

“But 1 am person who makes up her |

|
|
those who sought to enlarge their f:l-‘
cilities for vocational training has been |
that of finding teachers., It has been |
difficult to secure teachers who were |
proficient in the trade to be taught |
and at the same time with professional |
training or experiencea in teaching. |

Apparently the most satisfactory plan
has been to take men who are expert |

The society held a meeting of protest 1
]

chureh, depcsited her placard with the |

heen forced to flee when the head of the
house was seized. Many of the Depu-
ties who had bean Imprisoned by
Huerta eclected Miss Arias to plead
their cause in court,

“1 had the luck to have some of
the principal Deputies pick me,” waa
the way &he put {t. HBut she was too
busy a person to be allowed at large.

“foon 1 also was put in jail. But
always I am lucky. 1 was in jal! only
nine daves when the United States
troops entered Vera Cruz and Huerta
granted an amnesty to all political
prisoners”

But these nine days were the hard-
eat ghe ever went through, she con-
fessed, Her mother did not know
where she was, And during the time

| she was imprisoned a dear sister died.

Her cell was very small and very
dirty. She had to sle*p on the stone
floor. The meals were poor and scanty

and one day they forgot her food alto-
gether,

Yet she had
out of jall than in

almost a worss time
8he had ahaolutely

| no money and for some time no means

for in many cases thelr families had |

| 8 she went on

of earning any. Though Huerta had
pardoned her along with the others
he evidently considered her a dan-
gerous person and tried to force her
into submission,

S8he was not allowed to teach in
the public schools. Wherever she ob-
talned employment A mora or less po-
lite intimation from the Government

goon brought about her dlsmissal. Of-

ten for lack of carfare she had to walk
miles, going from one place to another
seeking employment. Her shoes gave
it and her feet were blistered and
vet she had to keep going. At last
she obtained a place aa teacher In a
private American school,

The salary here was not very large,
gshe had some back debts to pay off
and 8o !n order to save carfare she
used to walk to school each morning,
a distance of perhaps gix or seven
miles. It wae a very beautiful road
she followed, but very lpnely. It
ran along quite level for several miles,
but just before it reached the village
thersa was an extremely steep hlll, one
side of which went down almost per-
pendicularly to a flerce littls stream
below,

One morning on her way to scheol|

she noted an automobile behind her,
Bhe stepped aside to let it pass. But
when she stopped the auto atopped.
fo did the machine,
fhe walked faster and the machine
epeeded up a0 as to continue just the
same distance bhehind her. An ldea
of ita real purpose came to her. When
she arrived at the long hill {t would
epeed up, and if the driver lost con-
trol and #he was run over who could
say it was not an accident?

She declded she would at least make
an attempt to outwit her pursuers.
Bhe began running as fast as sha
could. The machine followed. As she
twiated and turned and doudled on her
tracks the auto came after her, but
lost time on the curves. She went on
and on, it seemed for an aternity, Sha
was exhausted, almost ready to give

vup, when she spied a tiny hut a bit

Felix F. Palavicini, Minister of Public Instruction and
Fine Arts

Some indication of the spread of !hot schools. The expenditure of the sixty-

| voeational guidance tdea may be had
from a predminary investigation re- |
cently made by the Bureau of Hdum-

[ ton. Of over 7,078 public high schools

replying to inquiries sent out 3,956 re-

port that the principal or teachers
give on different occupations
and high schools have outside

speakers come in at times to describe

| different vocations

In the girls' courses women with |
experience as milliners, drossmakers, |
managers of dining mooms and shop

L Workers are in many cases in charge

of classes in the high schools throngh- !
ont the city. The night schools are
taught largely by men from the trades, |

Little if
tempt at
the

any real systematic
guidance 18 reported.
in the National
tlonal Guidance Association, foarmed
during the year, appear anxious lest
the movement ghonld become definftely

at-
Fven

tenchers Viea -

Special  efforts  have recently  been fixedd at its present point of develop-
put forth by means of home projects  Ment. .
and otherwise to give a definite voca-! Medical inspection {8 reported hy

tional bent to agriculture as taught in |
high schools. In both college and high
gohool work there has been increased |
emphasis on the practical side of |
farming as opposed to "baok agricnl. |
ture.”

Lof

704 cities of over 5,000 population out
1.063 replyving to the burean's in-
quiries,  Of these 704 eclties 402 have
&chool nurses numbering in all 911
Investigations made during the year
have deiven home the fact that rural

eight State schoonls for the deaf
1914 was $3,777,162,

State schoola for feeble minded chil-
dren numbered thirty-eight for 1814,
Thesge are confined to twenty-eight
States, New York, New Jergey, Massa-
chusetts and Pennsylvania each hav-
ing three or more schools State
schnola for feehla minded children re-

In

| ported 27,692 inmates, of whom 14 K80

were actually under instruction. Ex-
penditures  for schools  for feebla
minded children amounted to nearly
6,000 000

I'ublic day schools for subnormal

children were reported from fifty-four
cities Thirty-six citles in twenty-
four States made provision for excep-
tional children for the first time in
1913, and 182 eitiea in thirty-eight
Stntes extended the provision already
made,

Thera are 112 institutions lsted by
the Bureau of Education as State “in-
dustrial" schools, Theres are schools
for delinquents of both sexes, ranging

| trom reform schools of the prison type

In ecitles  where investigations | 8chool chilidven are more in need of
preparatory to the introductgan of | health supervision than clty children
vocational training have been made  The report of the joint committee of
attention has been quite generally paid | the council of education and  the |
to the problem of vocational guidagee, | American Medienl  Assoclation, pre-

Philadelphia’'s new officlal is director
of both vocational education and guid- |
ance, |

Bignificant as the progress of the
movement of vocatlonal guidance is
the taking over by the public schools
in whole or in part of the function of
vocational counselling. The vocational
guidance movement in Roston, for ex-
ample, has now extended to nearly
all of the public schonis. In Chicago
the system of vocational advisers has
become clearly identified with the ad- |
ministration of vocational training in
the public schools.

' 563,173 for the year 1914
a year on an average to instruct each

sentad during the vear, showed that of
230,000 school children examined in
New York clty 70 per cent, were de-
fective; an examination of 294000
rural children In Pennsylvania re-
vealed that 75 per cent, were defective,

The sixty-two public schools for the
blind report 6685 teachers, 4671 puplls

and an aggregate expenditure of $2,- |

It eostz §380

blind child. This is an increase of $32
for each child over the preceding year.

to modern well equipped industrial
gchoola for teaching useful trades,
There ara 64,798 Inmates in thege (n-
etitutions, of whom four-fifths are
boye, Of the 21,600 boys and girls
committed to such institntions during
the year 2685 could neither read nor
write, Of tha 22 068 discharged dur-

ing the year 1802 could neither read '

nor write,

Analysia of the parentage fioures
shows that American parentage pre-
vaile: Beyventv-nine institutions re-
port 20,817 inmates of American par-
entage on bhoth sides; sixty schonls
report 2,640 with one American parent

Of the 151 schools for the deaf listed | and sixty-six achools report 6,184 in-
by the bureau sixty-eight are State | mates with both foreign parents.

MEXICO WORKING TO KEEP EDUCATION ALIVE

Pictures Carranza as Patron of Learning and Asserts He
[s Doing All in His Power to Foster It--.Her Own
Experience as an Adherent of Madero

further down the road, One last effort
and she fell aeninst |t door senseless,
The auto made another turn and went
back ap the hill

“Always I am
Arlas.

Thereafter she rode to schonl, “I
had not much money, but 1 preferred
to pay than to go to my death” ghe
sald

But Huera's agents did not forget
her. They kept close tab an all her
movements, and this she knew very
well, Ever since her release from
prison she had been active in revolu-
tionary plots. Once when the conspir-
ators met at her home the house was
raided. Bdat the officers found no in-
criminating evidence either on the
premiges or on the men and women
present,

This adventura tonk place in June
Juat a little over a year ago, and it
| proved the last of Miss Arias’s troubles.

lucky,” sald Misa

In July Carranza took Mexico clty
‘nnd he made her head of the normal
 ®&chool. Bhe held this position only
| four monthe, when Carranza wasa

forced to chanee his eapital to Vera
| Cruz. She followed him there, volun-
| teering as a Red Cross nurse,

I But Carranza had other plana for
her. He believed she had greater uea
educationally than in the nursing fleld.
o in October he gent her to tha United

| States,

She {8 just a= enthusiastic over her
work here as over any of her axciting
escapades in Mexico, In fact enthu-
siasm {8 one of her dominant traits.
The minute ghe hears something new
| #he becomes all alive with interest. I

agked her, for instance, If Mexico had

| publie playvgrounds. She did not know
| what I meant, =0 1 explained. Her
eyes flaghed,

“Oh, that i= quite right; that Is vary
| fine,» ahe exclaimed. And she immedi-
qu-l_v atarted in o quiz ma about the
why, how, wherefore of playgrounds,
She also intended to {nvestigata the
Montessorl schools while hers, and
dropped a hint about half a dozen or
more other serinus purposes,

[
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PROBATION SYSTEM'S SPREAD.

I NE of the most active of the
small departments of the New
York State government is the
State FProbation Oommission, As
shown by a recent report on the Stats
departments prepared for the bhenefit
of the Constitutional Convention by
the Department of Efficleney and
Economy and the New York Burean
of Municipal Research this commis-
#ton {8 entirely separate in its organ-
ization and dutiee from any other
Lﬂrma department. It has a large and
unique fleld, namely, that of develop-
ing, extending and improving proba-
tion work in all the courts of the
| State.
| Probatton is defilned as a svstem by
‘whtoh a court seeka to suparvise, dis-
| cipline and reform offenders without
branding them as prisoners and with-
out gentencing them to jail or prison.
It is intended especially for the voung
or first offenders., It 18 used in all
kinds of courts and for all sorts of
joffences, but it {s perhaps of ETeatest
| fmportance in the juvanile court. Pro-
| bution has been called “the right arm
of the fivenila court.”
‘ The first probation law in the State
| was enacted in 1901, Following the
enactment of this law probation work
In the courts developed slowly and
frregularly throughout the State. A
special commission to study the work
was authorized by the Legislature of
1805; ten men and four women were
appointed on this commission by Gov.
Higgine. The ecommission made r»
(thorough inquiry and presented n re-
port the following year., Out of {ts
work and recommendations grew the
present Btate Probation Commission,
| The commission was created by the
Legislature in 1007, Homer FFalks has
been president of the commission since
| fts creatlon. Frank E. Wade, another
of tha ariginal Commissioners, is now
vice-president., The other members
are Edward ¢, Blum of Brooklyn,
Edmond J. Butler of New York, J'utirm
Alphonso T. Clearwater of Kingston
tand Dr. John H. Finley, Commis-
| Bloner of Edueation, The present gec-
retary of the commission is Charles L.
Chute, who succeeded Arthur W.
Towne in 1913,

Some of the work tha commission
has accomplished townard extending
and developing the probation system
iin the EBtate is indicated by the follow-
Ing facts: When the eommission
'began its work in 1907 there were
jonly thirty salaried probatinn officers
[throughout the State., To-day there
Iare 164, At the end of 1907 there
{were 1,820 persons of all ages on pro-
[bation. At the end of 1014, there were
10,6920 Besides  assisting in  this
'great extension, the commission has
| constantly urged discrimination tn the
selection of cases and the all impaor-
ltance of careful and thomugh work on
|the part of probation officers,
| The reports of the commissiomn ex-
tending over Eeven vears show .that
more than 70 per cent. of all persons
placed on probation are reported hy
the probation officers each year ns
completing their terms of probation
succasafilly and being di=scharged with
fimprovement

The cost of the State prisons, peni-
tentiaries, adult and juvenile reforma-

tories, for maintenance alone in 1918
wns $2.202 340 This takes no ac-
count of the vast sums expended in

lands, bullding and «quipment and the
sums spent annually for repairs and
new construction, The average daily
population of thesa institutions
throughonut the venr was 11,414, mak-
ing the per capitan cost for A year's
confinement $200 %3, The entlre es-
timated cost of the prohation system
for the vear 1912 was $253.875. This
includes salavies paild to all probation
offfcers, an estimate of thelr expenses
and the totnl appropriations to
Btate  Probation  Commission,
amounted tao only £12 820,

(age number on probation

the
which
The aver-
throughout
the yvear wns 8. 485 persons There-
fore. the average per capita enst of a
vear's probation was only 229,92, less

thun oge-sixth of the average ex-
"pense for a4 year's lmprisonment,
Besides the saving to the State and
the various loealities in dollars and
cents, there {g a greater saving, If of

fenders ean be safely allowed tn re-
main in gociety and continue 48 pros
ductive members thereof, soclety is

relieved of the burden of supporting
| thelr tnnocent wives and children.
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